FIAP Distinguished Philatelists

Norman Richard Banfield

Mr Norman Richard Banfield (New Zealand) started collecting stamps at the age of 10. At the age of 20 he was
collecting the Boer War, but when prices increased out of reach, he changed to ‘Russia — Censor Marks World War
I’ — a similar wartime subject but with the added challenge of the Cyrillic language. Other collections have
included Cyprus, Norway, Australian Postal Stationery, Picture Postcards of Danish ships and Russian Picture
Postcards Censored at the Printing Stage.

Mr Banfield moved from England to New Zealand in 1963. Work limited his involvement in organised philately
and exhibiting until the late 1980s. He exhibited internationally at ‘NZ 1990’ and in 1997 was awarded his first FIP
Gold medal at MOSCOW'97 - an achievement for a Russian material exhibit from New Zealand! The exhibit went
on to receive a National Large Gold with Felicitations and the Grand Award at TIMPEX 2009.

Exhibits which have received high awards at FIP exhibitions:

EFIRO 2008 Large Gold Russia — Censorship of Mail 1878-1920
BANDUNG 2017 Gold Russia — Airmails 1922-1950
CHINA 2024 Large Vermeil Russian Revenues (5 frames)

Mr Banfield was elected as a FIAP EXCO member in 2003 and represented New Zealand until 2023. For the term
2023-2027 he was elected as a Senior Consultant. In 2005 he qualified as a FIAP accredited judge in Postal
History and has judged 12 times at FIAP exhibitions plus 3 times as Jury Secretary. In addition to Postal History,
he has judged Open Philately, One Frame, Postal Stationery, Aerophilately and Literature.

FIP Commissions: Aerophilately — Secretary 2012-2018, Acting Chairman 2018-2022;

Philatelic Literature - Secretary 2004-2012, appointed Bureau Member 2022-2026. He amended the judging
guidelines for Aerophilately to have only one set of rules more easily understood and able to be translated into
other languages. He has also presented seminars at several international exhibitions. Mr Banfield has contributed
to the handbooks on Russian censorship and written articles on Russian postal history.

At National level he qualified as a judge in 2000, Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand Vice- President 1991-2014
and New Zealand Philatelic Federation President 2010-2012, Jury Chairman at 3 National exhibitions and one
Philatelic Literature exhibition.

Mr Banfield has always been willing to help other exhibitors and with the message “read the regulations and
re-read the regulations”! He and his wife Jenny were often to be found working in the bin room at exhibitions in
Asia and Europe and promoting philately and exhibiting.

His contribution to philately has been recognised by the award of the ‘New Zealand Medal of Philatelic Excellence’
in 2008 (NZPF top award), ‘FIP Medal of Appreciation’ 2023 and ‘FIAP Distinguished Philatelist’ in 2025.



